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WASHINGTON NOTES.

Tar post office department and the
National Association of Railway Postal
Clerks will make an effort to secure
the of = bill for the relief of
injured and disabled railway mail om-
ployes by the present session of con-

All moneys to be pald to dis-
sbled clerks will be paid out of a re-
lef fund druwn from the salaries of all
postal clerks who are eligible to its
ranks

SgomETARY Wilson proposes to make
the department of agriculture a sort of
clearing house for the publiestion of
important state reports. When » real-
Iy valuable result is achieved by an ex-
periment station he intends to publish
an sccount of the process and send it
out to farmers all over the country.

THE president has nominated Harold
M. Sewali, son of the late democratic
candidats for wice president, to be
minister to Hawaii.

Corvonessyax Wipiam 8 Houmax,
of Indiana, died at Washington on the
224 of spinal meningitis. e had been
& member of 10 congresses

A MEMORIAL was on the 224 presented
to the president by the executive
council of the Federation of Labor. It
recites the lack of employment, stag-
nant trade, and asks for the ennctment
of remedial legislation. Amendmoents
to the federal eight-hour law, restrict-
ed immigration, reform in the national
banking system and the issuanee of
the currency, and liberal appropria-
tions for public works and the im-
provement of rivers and harbors are
asleed for,

Tux republican members of the
senats finance committee have agreed
either to strike out the retroactive
provision of the Dingley bill or to so
amend it us to pave the way for its be
ing stricken out in conference and
have so notified the democratic mem-
bers of the committee

Tuere was on file with the eivil
service commission in Washington on
the 26d over 12,600 applications for ex-
amination, all of which applicants
will have their fitness to hold office
tested doring the coming spring. The
number of applicants is far in excess
of the peeds of the service and will
piscs upon the eligible lists thousands
of men and women who will have their
hopes ralsed only to be disappointed.

Tae immigration commissioner is in-
vestigating a report that Japancse nre
coming into the United States under
contract, many arriving at San Fran-
clsco from Hawali and British Colum-
bia to work in California orchards and
flelds

Tue Dawes commission reached an
agreement with the Choctaw and Chick-
asaw Indian commissioners at Alokn,
L T., on the 28d for a division of their
Innds.

Gex, Mines, of the United States
army, has been notified of the presi-
dent's approval of his projected visit
to the seat of war in Enrope, He wiil
leave Washington early in May and
will be accompanied by Capt. M. B.
Maus, of his personal staff.

GENERAL NEWS,

Cuvnen circles at Americus, Ga.,
were recently agitated over a China-
man, The white Baptists recently
converted the celestinl and took him
into full communion. He soon after-
wards married a negress, and neither
the whites nor the blacks will now
give him their trade.

A car load of food supplies and
clothing was recently sent from Bur-
lington, Ia., to the flood sufferers nat
Osnkville, In. They were badly needed,
&s many persons had to camp on levees
and knolls, the district being sub-

ARRANGEMENTS have been perfected
at Fort Worth, Tex.. for a buttle of
flowers and flower carnival in conjune-
tion with a three days” Mayfest, begin-
ning May 10.

Hanny A. Cassry. the cashier of the
Georgia, Loan & Banking Co., at At-
lanta, Ga., has confessed to being o de-
fanlter to the extent of $45000. The
ustonishing discovery was made that
the bank, which was supposed to be
one of the most prosperousin the state,
had bardly a cent’s worth of assets.
Instead of the shortage being $15,000,
it will be several times that sum, and
it was belleved that at lenst one other
ofielal will share a cell with Cassin.

Ax extra frelght train was running
at high speed on the lowa Central near
Steamboat Rock. Ia., when the front
trucks of the engine gave way. send-
ing the entire train of 25 cars into a
ditch, wreeking some of them badly.
The engineer was thought to be fatally
Injured 4

A mirE recently destroyed Kleppish's
queensware store at Burlington, Iu.
causing a loss of $55,000 on stock and
5,000 om building.

Tus oplnion was usanimous in Lon-
fon on the 25th that the war between
Greece and Turkey woold soon be
olosed mnd this view was said to be
shared by the powers, who were pre-
paring to intervene,

Mss Fasaxy Bovnrasp shot and
killed Macd Allen at Fort Smith, Ark.,
because she had allensted the affee-
tions of Mr. Bouriand.

Joux Raar, 8 wholesale liguor denl-
er at Chieago, was shot and kiiled by
his former confidential clerk, D. W,
Braunschweig, whoe afterward put the
revolver to hisown temple and killed
himself. Rasp had gota warrant out
for Braunschweig for being short in
his necounts

A worLD'S record n swimming was
made the other night at the Lurline
baths in San Francisco. H. T. Brewer.
the Lurline Swimming clob’s crack
middle distant swimmer. swam 440

ards in the official time of 6:24)g

the Australinn champion

swimmer, has hitherto held the record,
his time being 626,

Cavy. Orro J. Pavy, formerly of the
Ohio nations!l gunnl, wns =aid to be
organizing a company at Dayton, O,
e )| t skiff

Foun young people were ou
riding on the river at Park’s Mills, near
Cumberland ¥Falls, Ky., and got into
the currentand were swept over the
dam and drowneid.

Ax nppesl hus been sent to Clara
Barton to come to the reseue of starv-
ing pacificos in Cuba, whose condition
is daily growing more hesrtrending.
Children are dying in the streets of
Matanzas and babies have been found
dead in the armsof exhausted mothers.
Whole villages of living skeletons in
bark huts are praying for death to re-
lesse them from their suffering.

Tunee boys, while fishing near Web-
ster City, In., gathered some wild pars-
nips and ate them. As & result two
were reported dead and the other at
death’s door.

As a result of the warning of the
vigilanee committee not a colored man
is left at the town of Davis, L T.

A semies of cloudbursts and heavy
wind ocenrred inand sround Eufaula,
1. T., on the night of the 24th. Farm
houses, fences and crops were washed
away afd considerable damage done.

A suveERe earthquake was felt at
Cairo, 111, at ten o'elock on the night
of the 25th, Ilasting abont 20 seconds.
No particnlar damage was done.

Tue Greek warships hombarded San-
te Quarants on the £4th and destroyed
great quantities of Turkish stores and
munitions of war. The Greck army
under Prince Constantine was defeated
at Mati and forced to abandon Tyrna-
vos and Larissa and remove the head-
guarters to Pharalos,

OX Beaver ereek, about 50 miles frfm
Pikeville, Ky.. the home of Tom Dar-
ben, a |l ing man, was burned and
his wife angd four children perished.
Tom Darben was anbsent in Virginia.

Tue grand jury at Cincinnati re-
turned an indictment against George
Hobson, county clerk, for embezzle-
ment of £15,000 and misconduct in office.

Wik Milton Bradbury, living near
Garber, Ok., was fighting a prairie fire
on his farm his fSve-year-old son was
enught in it and was burned to death.

Five thousand people saw Jimmy
Barry and Jimmy Anthony, bantam
weights, fight 20 rounds before the Na-
tional Athletic elub at San Francisco
on the 88d. The fight was for a §2,000
purse, 73 per cent. to the winner, at
115 pounds. Darey had the best of it
all through and after the 90th round
he was declared the bantam champion
of the world

At Willigmston, 14 milesenst of Lan-
sing, Mich., Mrs Albert Hovey, aged
$2 years, mardered her aged mother-
in-law with an ax. She severed the
head from the body and then poured
oil on the lifeless body and set it on
fire.

Accorpixg to liradstreet’s report
there were 210  business failures
throughout the United States for the
week ended the 20, aguinst 240 in the
corresponding week last year,

Two convicts in San Quentin (Cal.)
prison, W. K. Kelley and Frank Wheel-
ok, fought with jute knives on the 224
Liefore the guards could interfere. Kel-
ley was killed and Wheelock was re-
ported dying.

Lirrix hope is entertained by west-
ern railway managers that the United
States senate will pass the Foraker

pooling bill. * They sdmit the senti- |J

ment of the people in the wost is de-
cidedly hostile to a legalization of
railroad pools and most of the senn-
tors of the western states, therefore,
will refuse to vote for Foraker's bill,

Tur extensive barn of W, C. Law-
rence, located at Lexington, Ind., was
consumed by fire. Five hundred bush-
els of grain and many farming imple-
ments were burned and 11 head of
horses perished.

A pEsrFERATE nttempt by a political
fanatio was made on the 22d to assas-
sinate King [Humbert with a knife,
but the man was seized by the gnards
biefore he had done any harm. The
king was on his way to the races.

Naxcey McKixiey, mother of the
president, celebrated her 88th birth-
day anniversary at her home at Canton,
0., on the 22d. She was in exeellent
health, barring slight attacks of rheu-
matism.

Oven 1,200 Greeks, atn mass meeting
at Chicago the other night, resolved
to do all they conld to aid their native
country in the war with Turkey.
Amid great enthusinsm, 400 of them
signed the muster rolls, and promised
to be ready to start for New York with-
in a few hgmrs. From all sourees came
help to pay the passage of the volun-
leers

A wEECK occenrred nine miles north
of Evergreen, Ala., to a passenger
train on the Louisville & Nashwille
railroad. Engineer Adams, hix fire-
man and two negroes were fatally in-
jured and two other negroes, believed
to be tramps. were severely hurt. It
wis thought that four negre tramps,
who were seen in the neighborhood
shortly before the asccldent occurred,
removed the rails just south of the
trestle.  The engine, eaboose, baggrage
and mail cars were bompletely wrecked.

At the Methodist choreh at Craw-
fordsville, Ind., the minister, who was
about to marry Henry Humphrevs and
Annoa Joncs, aslied. as was castomary,
if there was any objection to the mur-
ringe, when Miss Hattie Chavis leaped
up with an infant in her arms and de-
clared the groom to be the child's
father, but the ¢lergyman ignored her
nnd rushed the ceremony throngh.
Later on Miss Charis was led off by
the police as she tried to enter the re-
ception armed with a dagper.

AT an amuteur bull fizht at Leon,
Mex., two of the ring men were gored
to death. One of the balls also broke
over the barricade and played havoo
with the andionce, s»veral persons be-
ing woun

Tumee negro boys named Baird wore
cremated nenr Melntosh, Ala. The
mother of the little fellows had locked
them in the shanty and went for a
visit to a neighbor snd the house
canght fire.

As & resnlt of a henry stormn and the
subsequent rise of the Bloe river 200
houses were flooded and 1,100 people
d‘r'!;eu from their homes at Beatrice,

Tivure Axpensox, the bicyelist, broke
the half mile woman's record, flying
start, at Yopngstown, 0., oa the 2th,
riding the distance in 5 33 scconds
Bhe was paced by a tandem and the
course was stralght awayn

Bog PAYSE, & negro desperado, shot
and killed Mrs. Luolu Tyres at Rirming-
ham, Als. He was wanted on some
charges and he thought some boarders
at Mrs. Tyres' house had informed on
him and entered the place and tried
to shoot them, but missed and killed
Mrs, Tyres.

WiLneru Frscuen, aged 75 and very
infirm, wuas jailed at Nebraska City,
Neb., charged with horse stealing. He
confessed the theft of a team at Lin-
coln. one at Berlin and two in Kansas

THRODORE JIAVEMEYER, vice presi-
dent of the American Sugar Refining
Co., died in New York on the 26th.

Isapone Wenkn shot his fonr-year-
old daughter and then® killed himself
at New York on the 20th. Weber was
a hurd drinker and used his wife badly
and she had been obliged to tuen hiin
out of doors,

Tue big lowa elevator at Peoria, 1L,
was destroyed by fire the other night,
entailing n loss of §200,000, About 100,-
000 buashels of grain und g0 box cars
were burned.

A pisratent on the 27th said that the
most serions feature of the Grmeo-Turk-
ish emergency wasthe revolutionary
feeling displuyed ut Athens A feel-
ing of anger against the palnee party
in the egnduct of the campaign was in-
creasing and arrangemeonts, it was re-
ported, were being made to enable the
royal family to leave the conntry
hastily in case of necessity.

Tre managers of Peter Maher and
Tomn Sharkey on the 20th met repro-
sentatives of a sporting elub and ne-
cepted m proposition for n fight be-
tween the principals for a $19,000 purse
to take place in the vidinity of Now
York between Max 2Sand June 10next.

Tnw Connecticnt house on the 24th
passed & bill prohibiting all Sanday
Inbor or sport.

A ring ot Whitney's Point, near Blng-
hamton, N, Y., recently destroyed prop=
erty to the value of 250,000,

Cor. Rongnr McBevsorovs, of Guth-
rie, Ok,, bas been eommissioned re-
erviting officer for Oklahowmn for the
American Volunteer legion, nn organi-
zution recently formed for the invasion
of Cuby in behalf of the insurgents

Tar town of Omer. 84 miles north of
Bay City, Mich., was visited by a tor-
nido on the night of the 24th. Mr.
and Mrs. Hagley were blown 60 feet
into the air und were fatally injured
Many buiidings were blown down.

Soprme Busw ks was recently erowned
quien of the gypsles of the United
States in an open field near East St
Louis in the presence of several huan-
dred gypsies and many visitors.

Tug anniunl dinner of the Reform
clob took piace at New York on the
Hth. Ex-President Cloveland respond-
vd to the toast of “Present Problems,”™
ex-Seeretary Carlisle to that of “Sound
Currency,” and ex-Postmnsterdicneral
Wilson to that of *Tariff Reform.”
Several other speeches were made by
poted gold democrats.

Tie man who was hypnotized and
buried in the ground for three days at
Simeoe, Ont., was disinterred when the
time had elnpsed and great erowds fol-
lowed the box to the opera house. It
roguired five men to control the sub-
ect in his struggles while he was be-
ing brought back to conseionsness and
the box wassnmshed to pleces.

Tue Cook County (IlL) DBusiness
Men's association is getting up n big
demonstration for May 20 for the pur-
Eom of arousing sentiment against the

ig department stores

Tue paper mills at Ellsworth, Ind.,
were totally destroyed by fire entails
ing a loss of §75,000.

Fine broke out on the 22d in the
town of Pottersville. nenr Homestead,
Pa.. and 36 houses were burned. Pot-
tersville is within the Carnegie yards
nnid consisted of about 400 frame
dwellings, which were built at the
time of the strike In 1802, The place
is the home of about 200 or 400 families,
and has a population of about 1,000,
No houschum) effects were saved by
the residents

Tur Paris Jouwrnal's correspondent
at Odessa, Rossin, telographed on the
22d that all the necessary measures
had been taken at Sebastopol for the
eventful Intervention of Russia in the
war between Turkey and Greece.

TuE corner stone of the Transmigsis-
sippi exposition arch of the states was
laid on the 244 at Omsha, Neb., after o
long parade of military and civie soei-
eties. Grand Master Phelps. of the
Nebraska masons, officiated. Addresses
were made by Mayor Broateh, Lient.-
Gov. Harrls and ex-Seeretary of Agri-
culture Morton.

Emiror Hixvox, of the Albia (In.) De=
fender, was fatally assuunlited by John
Jamison, 5 coal miner. who had taken
offense nt an item in Hinton's paper.

Dit. W. GoorFrey Huxter published
a curd At Frankfort, Ky., on the 21ss
formally withdrawing as the cancus
nominee for United States senator.

Tue Western Baseball lesgue season
of 07 opened in Indianapolis, Ind., on
the 205t with the Grand Rapids club
The score was 10 to 0 in favor of In=
dianapolis.

Tux 22d was the eighth anniversary
of the opening of original Oklahoma
to settlement and the day was cele-
brated as ageneral holiday all over
the territory.

As the result of charges brought
against ex-Grain Inspector Dwight W.
Andrews ut Chicago the investigate
ing committes of the legislature ine
vestigated the affuirs of I.heshteinln
inspector’s office. It is said that there
is o shortage of £45,000 in his accpunts,

A erEciAL from Nashville, Tenn., on
the 2ist said that five lives had been
lost in the flooded lands of Lake conne
ty. A suiff was upset, capsing the
drowning of Joseph Gans and his en-
tire family, wife, two sons und &
danghter.

Tue psymaster of the Pleasant Val-
ley Coal Co., was held up at Castle
Gate, Utah, by two mounted men and
compelled to give over §7,500 he had
to pay the company’s men.

A curFEWw ordinance has been ennet-
ed at Springfleld, O., and all boys and
girls under 10 years of age must be off
the streets by eight o'clock in the
winter and nine in the summer,

TALMAGE'S SERMON.

Lessons Drawn from tho Beautifa)
Btory of Ruth and Boas, +

How Trouble Develops € biracter - Beauty
of Unfaltering Priesdahip—Puths
Which Lead from Darkness to
Light—Value of Gleaning,

Dr. Talmage took the beautiful story
of Ruth, the gleaner, as the subject of
his Iatest discourse. The text:

And she went, and eaine, and
feid after Lhe reapers: and hor h:;e:mc:ll‘l:::
on & part of the fleld belonging unto Hoar who
wus of the kindred of Elimolach —Ruth #:2

The time that Ruth and Noomi ar
rive at Bethlehem is harvest time. It
was the custom when & sheaf fell from
8 load in the har-
vest fleld for the
reapers to refase to
gnther it up; that
was o be left for
fthe poor who might
happen to  come
along that way. If
there were hand- |
fuls of grain seat-
tered  ncross  the
field after the main
harvest had been

A reaped, instead of
BEV. TALMAGE. palking it, ns farm- |
ers do now, it was, by the custom of
the land,left in its place, 50 that the |
poor, coming along that way, might
glean it and get their bread.  But, you |
say: “What is the use of all these

harvest flelds to Ruth and Nuomi? | 45 Riiphaz the Temnnite, and Bildad | ¢iety, of eourse, have changed, and

Naomi is too old and fecble to go ont |
and toil in the sun; and ean you expect
that Ruth, the young and the beanti- |
ful, shonld tan her cheeks and blister
her hands in the harvest fleld?”

Boaz owns a large farm, and he goes
out tosee the reapers gatherin the |
gruin.  Coming there, right behind
the swarthy, sun-browned reupers, he |
beholds a beautiful woman gleaning-—-‘
a8 womsn more fit to bend to a harp or |
sit upon a throne than to stoop among |
the sheaves. Ah, that was an event-
ful day! ‘

It was love at first sight. Boaz forms
an attachment for the womanly glean- |
er—an attachment full of andyving in-
terest to the church of God in all ages;
while Ruth, with an cphah, or nearly
a bushel of barley. goes home to Naomi
to tell her the snecosses nnd ndventures
of the day. That Ruth, who left her
native land of Moab in darkness. and
traveled through an undying affection
for her mot herin-lnw, is in the harvest
field of Boaz, is affianced to one of the
best familics in Judah, and becomes in
after-time the ancestress of  Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory! Outof so
dark a night did there ever ddwn so
bright n morning?

I learn, in the first place. from this
subject how trouble develops charne-
ter. It was beresvement, poverty and
exile thot developed, illusteated and
sonounced to all nges the sublimity of
Ruth's eharncter. That is a very un-
fortunate man who has no trouble. It
was sorrow that made John Bunyan
the better dreamer, and Dr. Young the
better poet, and O'Connell the better
orator, and Bishop Hall the hetter
preacher. amd Havelock the better
soldier. nnd Kitto the better encyelo-
pedist, and Ruth the becter danghter-
in-law,

1 unee asked an old man in reeard 10
his pastor, who wos a very brilliant
man, “Why s it that your pastor, so
very brillinnt, seems to have so lithle
beart and tenderness in his sermons?”
“Well™ he replied. “the reason is. onr
postor has never had aoy tronble.
When misfortane comes upon him, his
siyle will be differvnt.” After awhile
the Lord took achild ont of that pas-
tor's house! and though the preacher
was Just ns brillisnt as he was before,
oh, the warmth, the tendernes of hisdis
courses! The fact is, that trouble s a
great eduentor. You see sometimes o
musicinn sit down at an instrument,
ond his execntion is cold and formal
and unfeeling. The reason is that all
his life he has been prospered.  Bat
let misfortune or bereavement come to
that man, and he sits down at the in-
strument, and you discover the pathos
in the first sweep of the keys

Misfortune and trials are great edu-
eators. A young doctor comes inton
sick room where there is adying child.
Perhups he Is very rongh in his pre-
scription, and very rough in his man-
ner, and roagh in the feeling of the
pulse, and rough in his answer to the
mother's anxions guestion: but years
roll on, and there has boen one dend
in his own house: snd now he eomes
into the sick room, and with tearful
eye he looks at the dying child, and he
says: “Oh., how this reminds me of
my Charlie!™ Trouble, the great edu-
cator. Sorrow —I see its touch in the
grandest painting: 1 hear its tremor in
the sweetest song: I feel its power in
the mightiest argument,

Grecian mythology said that the
fountain of Hippocrene was struck ont
by the foot of the winged horse Pegn-
sus. | have often noticed in life that
the brightest and most beautiful foun-
tains of Christain ecmfort and spiritual
life have been struck out by the iron-
shod hoof of disaster and calamity. |
see Daniel's conrage best by the flash
of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace. 1 see
Paul's prowess best swwhen 1 find himon
the foundering ship under the glare of
the lightning in the breakersof Melita.
God crowns his children amid the
howling of wild beasts and the chop-
ping of blood-splashed guillotine and
the crackling fires of martyrdom. It
took the persecutions of Marcus
Aurelius to develop FPolyearp and
Justin Martyr. It took all the hostili-
ties against the Scotch Covenanters
and the fury of Lord Claverhouse to
develop James Renwich and Andrew
Melville and Hugh McKail, the glor-
fous martyrs of Secotch history. It
took the stormy sea, and the December
binst, and the desolate New England
eonst and the war-whoop of savages to
show forth the prowess of the pilgrim
fathers.

Rang to the anthems of the free

It took all our past national dis-

tresses, and it takes all our present
national sorrows to lift wp our nation
on that high earcer where it will
march long after the forvign aristoc
racies that have mocked and tyran-
nies that have jeered, shall be swept
down under the omnipotent weath of
God, who hates despotism, and who,
by the strength of His own red right
arm, will make all men free. And so
it is individually, and in the femily,
and in the church, and in the world,
that through darkness and storm and
trouble men, women, ehurches, na-
tions, are developed.

Agnin, I see in my text the beauty
of unfaltering friendship. 1 suppose
there were plenty of friends for Naomi
while she was in prosperity: but of all
her meguaintances, how many were
willing to trudge off with her toward
Judah when she had to make that
lonely jowrney? Omne—the heroine of
my text. One—absolutely one, 1 sup-
pose when Namoi’s hosband was liv-
ing, aud they had plenty of money.
und all things went well, fhey had a
gront many eallers; but I suppose that
after her husband dled, and her prop-
erty went, and she got ald and poor,

she was not troubled very much with |

eallers.  All the birds thot sung in the
bower while the sun shone bhave gone

to their nests. now the nirht hes fallon, !

Oh, these beantiful sunflowers that
spread oot their color in the wmorning
hour! Dut they are always asleep
when the sun is going down! Job had
plenty of friends when he was the
richest man in Uz but when his prop-
erty went and the trinls eame. then
there were none so mnch that pestored

the Shuhite, und Zophar the Noamunth-
ite.

Life often scems to be o mire giime,
where the suceessiul player pullsdown
all the other men into his own lap.
Let sudpicions arise about n man's
character. and he becomes lile n bank
in & panic, and all the Imputations
rush on him and brenk down in o day
thut chornctoer which in doe time
would hnve had strongth to defend it
self. There are reputations that have
been half o century in uilling which
go down under one push, as n vast

temple is consumed by the toneh of o |
A hog can uproot ]

sulphiurons mateh,
u eentury plant.

In this world, so foll of heartless-
ness and hypoerizy, how thrilling it is
to find some friend as faithful in days
of adversity as in duys of prosperity!
David had suweh a friend in Hushad:
the Jews had such a fricnd in Mordeeai.
who never forgot their eanse; aul
had sueh a frivod in Onesiphorus, who
visited him in joil: Christ had suéh in
the Marys, who sdhered to Him ont the
eross; Naoml had sueh acne in Ruth,
who eried out: “Entreast me not to
leave thee, or to return from following
after thee; for whither thon goest, 1
will go: nnd whither thon lodgest, 1
will lodge; thy people shall be my peo-
ple. and thy God my God: where thou
diest will I die, and there wilt 1 be
buried: the Lord do so to me, and more
also, if sught but death part thee and
me."

Again. [ learn [rom this subject that
paths which open in hardship and dork-
ness often come out in plawes of joy.
When Ruth sturted from Moab toward
Jerasalem, tw go along with her
mother-in-law, the people said: *“Oh,
what a fuolish cresture to go away
from her father’s bouse, to go off
with a poor old woman toward the
land of Judah! They won't live to get
neross  the desert. They will he
drowned in the sen or the jackals of
the wilderness will destroy them.” It
was a very dark morning when Ruth
started off with Naomi: but behold her
in my text in the harvest field of Bonz,
to be affiunced to one of the lords of
the Innd, and become one of the grand-
mothers of Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory. And so it often is that a path
which often starts very darkly ends
very brightly.

When yon started ont for Heaven,
oh, how dark was the hour of cunvie-
tion—how Sinni thundered, and devils
tormented, snd the darknpess thick-
ened! All the sins of your life pouneed
upon you, and it was the darkest honr
you ever saw when you fimst found ont
yoursins. After awhile yon went into
the harvest fleld of Gods merov: you
began to glean in the ficlds of “divine
promise, and you had more shenvos
than you could cnrry, as the voleo of
God addressed you saying: “lilessed
is the man whose transgressions are
forgiven and whose sins nre eoverod.”
A very dark starting in convietion, a
very bright ending in the pardon and
thf.hupe and the triumph of the gos
pel!

So, very often in our worldly busi-
ness or in our spiritoal earcer we start
oft on o very dark path. We must go.
The flesh may shrink back, bat there
is a voice within, or a voice from above,
saying, “Yon must go." and we have
to drink the gall, and we have tocarry
the eross, and we have o troverse the
desert, and we are pounded and Hailed
of misrepresentation and abuse, and
we have to urge onr way throngh 10-
000 obstacles that have been slain by
our own right arm. We have to ford
the river. we have to elimb the mouon-
tain, we have to storm the eustle: but,
blessed be God, the day of rest and re-
ward will come. On the tip-top of the
captured battlements we will shomt
the vietory: if notin this world. then
in that world where there is no gull
to drink, mo burdens to ecarry, no
battles to fight How do 1 know
it? Koow it! I know it because Uod
says so: “They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more, neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat,
for the Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall lead them to living
fountains of water, and God shall wipe
all tears from their eyes.”

It was very hard for Noah to endure
the scoffing of the people in his day
while he was trying to build the ark.
and was every morning quizzed nbout
his old boat that would never be of

‘any practical use: bnt when the deluge

came, and the tops of the monntains
disuppeared like the backs of sea-
monsters, and the elements. lashed up
in fary. clapped their hands over a
drowned world, then Noah in the ark

safety of his family, sad looked out on
thawmkcflmne:fm o =
Christ, houn persecn =
nied & pillow, worse maltreated than [ =
the thieves on either side of the cross,
human hate smacking its lips in satls
faction after it had been draining His
Inst drop of blooid, the sheeted dead _
bursting from the sepulchers at His
eracifixion. Tell me, O Gethsemane .
snd tiolgothn, were there ever darker 4
times than those? Like the booming B
of the midnight sea against the rock,
the surges of Christ's anguish beab 1 |
ogainst the gates of eternity. to be 3
eched back by all the thrones of
Heaven and all the dungeons of hell
But the day of reward comes for
Christ: all the pomp and dominion of
thisworld are to be hung on His throne,
erowned heads are to bow before Him <
on whose head are many erowns, aml
all the celestinl worship is to come ap 3
at His feot, like the humming of the i
forest, like the mshing of the waters, 1
liko the thandering of the seas, while .
all Heaven, rising on  their thrones,

e

beat time with their scepters: “Halle-
lujuh, for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth,™ 1 =

Thit sotie of love. now low sod =
Erv lomg shall swell from star to star:
That light, the breaking das which tps
Thiv goldon-spirod Apoen]ypsn
Agaln, 1 see In my subjeet an illus-
tration of tho benuty of fomale indus-
| try.
| Behold Ruth toiling in the harvest
field under the hot sun, or at noon tak-
ing plain bread with the respers, or
cating the parched corn which Hoss
 handed to her. The customs of so-

- e

without the hardships and exposare to
| which Ruth was subjected, every in-
| telligent womnn will find something
to do
| 1 know there is o sickly sentimental-

ity on this snbjeet. In somé families
| there are persons of no practieal serv-
i iee to the honsehold or community: and
thongh there are so many woes all
around abont them in the world, they
spend thelr time Ianguishing over a
new  pattern, or bursting into
tears st midnight over the story
of some lover who shot him-
self!  They wonld not deign  to
lovk nt Ruth earrying back the bar-
| ley oo her way home to her mother
in-law, Naomi. All this fustidiounsness
miy seem todo very well while they
ure ander the shelter of their father's
house; bul when the sharp winter of
misfortune comes, whiat of these but-
terflies? Persons under indulgent pa-
rentage Tony get upon themselves hab-
its of indolence: but when they come
ont into practical life their sonl will

recoll with disgustand chagrin. They
will feel in their hearts what the poet ?
so severely saticized when he snid: 5

Folks are so awkwan!, things <o impolite,
They ro elognntly palned  From  oornieg aatll
night

Through that gate of indolence how
mnny men and women have marehed,
useless on enrth, to n destroyed eter- v
nity! Spinoln saild to Sir Hornce Vere, ’
O what did your brother die? “0Of T
having nothing to do," was the an- )
swer. “Ah" sald Spinola, “that's .
enongh to kill any general of us™ Oh!
can it be possible in this world, where
there is somuch suffering to be alle-
vinted, so mnch darkness to be enlight-
cned, and soomany bardens to he cars
riod. that there is any person who enfe
nat find anything to do!

Mme, de Stael did s world of
work in her time, and one day,
while she was sested nmid [nstros

ments of mosie. sll of which she hod
mastered.  and  amld  manuseript
books which she had written, some
owe suid to her, “How do yon find time
to attend toall these things?™ “Oh"
she replied, “these are not the things
Fam prond of. My chief boast is in
the fuct that ['have 17 trades, by any
one of which 1 conld make u livelihood
If necessary.” And it in  secular
spheres there is so much to be done, In |
spiritunl work bow vast the fleld! How ,**
many dying all aronnd about us with-

out one wond of comfart! We want H 1
more  Abigails. more Hannahs, more
Rebecens, more Marys, more Debornhs |
copseersted—body, mind soul, to the

Lord who bought them, 1
Onee more 1 learn from my snbjeet i
the value of gleaning. -
Ruth going into that harvest field i

might bave suid: ““Thero is a straw, p i
and there is n straw. bot what is a
straw? [ ean't get any barley for my-
self or my mother-in-law ont of these it
separate straws." No so, said the !
benutiful Ruth. She goathered two L ‘ :
straws, and she pot them together, and :

more straws, until she got enough to
make a sheaf. Potting that down, she 3 ﬁ

went and gathered more straws, until
she had another sheaf, and amother,

and ancther, and another, and then § Vi
she brought them altogether. and she ®. |
threshed them oat, and she had an N ¢ \
ephah of burley. nigh n bushel! 0O, iy F
that we might all be gleaners! B
There ure a few moments left worth ‘
the gleaning. Now, Raoth to the Seld! o |
May each one have n mensare full and |

running over! Oh, yon gleaners, 1o :1 ]
the field! And if there be in your :
houschold an aged one or a sick rela- 1 1
tive that is not strong enough to come NIl

forth and toil in this field, then let ' '
Ruth teke home to feeble Noomi this . Rl
sheaf of gleaning: “He that goeth . :
forth und weepeth, besring preclons {
seed, shull doubtless come ayrain with ;
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with '
him.” May the Lord God of Ruthand l i
Naomi be our portion forever! |

Women's Lettera i

Women have n natural chorm of ex= !
pression and lightness of touch, which
put the eompeting sex ut a disadvan- ‘8
tage. They can afford toallow s man \
the small eriticism, passed by Sir

Walter Scott, that they put the most |
interesting matter in their postseript.

So, the lndy, who added in her P. 8, = |
“You may observe by my altered sig-
nature thot [ am married ™ . =]
itissald, they caonot do without a P,
S 8o, the wife. baving won, 8s she
thought, & smull wager by writing ’
without o postseript to her hﬁlz
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rejoiced in his own safety and in the
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wager, Willimn, yoa or I 1
-, —Good |‘ |

ndds ove W ask, “Who has won the ‘
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